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Ammiano Delivers "Big Box" 

Bernal and Coalition Force Environmental Impact Report 


By Ron Morgan, Organizing Coordinator, BHNC 

After five months of advocacy and hearings, 
Supervisor Tom Ammiano's Big Box legislation was 
passed by the full Board of Supervisors at their March 
25th meeting by a seven to four vote. The legislation 
guarantees input on proposed Big Box retail develop¬ 
ment in all San Francisco neighborhoods. Passage of 
the Big Box legislation comes on the heels of the 
February 28th decision by the Planning Commission 
to require Home Depot to submit a full Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) on their proposed Bayshore store. 
Both the EIR and the Big Box legislation create oppor¬ 
tunities for greater Bernal participation in planning for 
the Bayshore corridor, which acts as a shared border 
between our community and the Bayview district. The 
victories also strengthen our arsenal in opposition to 
Home Depot's 150,000 square foot development pro¬ 
posal. "It's a great way to end a year of fighting 
Home Depot," commented BHNC Executive Director 
Mauricio Vela. The BHNC started their opposition 
campaign last April after a Bernal survey showed only 
25% of the community supported a Home Depot. 
Conditional Use Authorization 

Months of intense lobbying and politicking came to 
a head as scores of Bernal supporters gathered at the 
Board of Supervisors meeting to watch the vote on 
Supervisor Ammiano's legislation, which will require 
Conditional Use Authorization for any retail develop¬ 
ment, excluding grocery stores, over 50,000 square 
feet. Supervisors Ammiano, McGoldrick, Leno, 
Gonzalez, Yee, Peskin and Daly voted to support San 
Francisco's communities right to public input; 
Supervisors Maxwell, Hall, Newsom and Sandoval 



voted-no. The legislation now goes to the Mayor, who 
has ten days to either sign or veto it. 


Following Supervisor Ammiano's introduction of his 
legislation, which had been recommended and passed 
by a two to one vote in the Transportation and 
Commerce Committee, Supervisor Maxwell offered an 
amendment to exempt areas under the jurisdiction of 
the Bayview/Hunters Point Planning Area Committee 
(PAC). She and Supervisor Hall argued that the exist¬ 
ing Redevelopment Agency and city zoning regula¬ 
tions provided an adequate process for community 
input. The Board majority disagreed, and voted to 
defeat Supervisor Maxwell's amendment. 

The debate continued as supporters argued for the 
necessity of a city-wide policy solution to a problem 
with city-wide implications. Supporters noted that Big 
Box stores use predatory pricing to push small mer¬ 


chants out of business, and others spoke about the 
struggles of their constituents against Big Box and 
chain retail stores in their districts. Opponents rebutted 
by attempting to narrow the debate to Home Depot 
and their support of the existing processes. Supporters 
countered that the Conditional Use process contains a 
much higher degree of guarantees for neighborhoods 
in negotiations with multinational corporations. 

Supervisor Sandoval, who eventually voted against 
the legislation, was notably absent from the debate. 
After half an hour, discussion was closed and the 
seven to four vote was taken. 

The Environmental Impact Report 

Since our last issue, the Planning Commission voted 
on Feb 28th to require Home Depot to submit a full 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), spurred by the 
appeals, submitted in October 2001, by the Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood Center and the coalition of 
small businesses led by Cole Hardware, to the original 
Planning Commission decision to approve the permit 
application. The EIR process may take as long as six 
months while existing environmental conditions, pro¬ 
posed project impacts and proposed solutions to 
increased environmental impacts are studied. When 
completed, the study will be presented to the Planning 
Commission, which will decide whether to accept or 
reject the report's recommendations. 

The decision to require a full EIR is a validation of 
the concerns many in the Bernal community have over 
the environmental effects of Big Box development 
along Bayshore. However, aside from a period of 
public comment on the scope of the EIR (with an April 
8th deadline) before the studies begin, there is little 

community input in the EIR process. 

7 r 1 continues on page 6 


Bernal Gees to Washington 



Representatives of BHNC accept the Fannie Mae Maxwell Award of Excellence, (left to right) Franklin D. 
Raines, President & CEO Fannie Mae Corporation; Mauricio Vela, BHNC Executive Director; Viola 
Morris, BHNC Deputy Director; Larry Cruz, BHNC Board of Directors President; and Stacey H. Davis, 
President & CEO Fannie Mae Foundation 


By Helen Heifer, former Executive Director* 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 

When Joseph Smooke, the Neighborhood Center's Housing Director, called to 
tell me we had won the Fannie Mae Maxwell Award of Excellence for Bernal 
Gateway, I cheered across the country. The Maxwell Awards for non-profit afford¬ 
able housing developments are like the Oscars to the movie industry (plus the 
Center also gets a nice $50,000 check to support its staff dedicated to creating 
new affordable housing). The Fannie Mae Foundation awarded six national 
awards out of over a hundred applications. The BHNC was the only recipient west 
of Chicago. When Joseph invited me to join my old staff in Washington DC to 
receive this prestigious honor, I couldn't refuse. It was grand to reconnect with 
Joseph, Mauricio, and Viola, all of whom I hired over the years, and was very 
heartened that the mission of the Center was continuing under their leadership and 
vision. I was also delighted to reconnect with Larry Cruz, the Center's Board 
President, who served on the Board briefly during my tenure. 

As part of Joseph's and my presentation before the other five phenomenal 
national winners, I made three brief points for which I continue to be deeply proud: 

First, when we were finally able to buy the long vacant property on the pivotal 
corner of Mission and Cesar Chavez Streets, the owner quickly sold it to Lucky 
Stores. For seven long months we negotiated hard with the continued on page 10 
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A Call for Peace in Our Community 

Dear Readers of the New Bernal Journal, 

When more and more young people plan their funerals and not their futures it spells alarm for the 
rest of us. Our youth are facing many deadly elements that our society has forced upon them. We live 
in a time when only the strong survive and society leads by example. A community out of balance 
turns out unbalanced people. So when one sees the young dying before their elders, when there are 
more and more violent responses to problems--whether from the powerful or the powerless-we know 
society has lost its vision. Anthony Reed (July 25, 1978 - March 18, 2001), Juan Carlos Hernadez 
(October 2, 1984 - December 1,2001), Nicholas Gabriel Artola (February 26, 1985 - February 11, 
2002)-may these young men rest in peace. 

Hi, my name is Luis Aroche. As a former gang member out of the Mission District/and now living 
life as a Gang Prevention Counselor out of the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center, I have seen many 
killings. I've been working for the Neighborhood Center for one year, and in that short year we have 
seen the pain the death of these young men left in their mother's hearts. There are no answers to all 
this, only solutions, and by working together we can all be part of these solutions. Start off by visiting 
your local community and youth centers, volunteer your time in helping our youth, listen to them, and 
help them help themselves. As parents, neighbors, elders, adults - together as a community, we must 
respond with open arms. The youth are our future, not our problem. 

Luis Aroche 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 
Gang Prevention Counselor 

United Playaz Violence Prevention Program Youth Advocate 




In Loving Memory of 
. Tone Capone 



In this Issue: 



Page 3-Message from the Executive Director Page 4-Bemal Happenings Page 5-Fate of Bernal Murals 
Page 6-Message from Police Captain Dillon Page7-Interview with Amy Risch Page 9-Community 
Profile: David Ayoob Page 11-Youth Services Page Page 12-Senior Sendees Page Page 13-Rebuilding 
Together Touches Lives Page 14-Holly Park Improvements/ Traffic Calming Page 15- Classifieds 
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A Message From the Executive 
Director of the BHNC 

Our first quarter of the year has been very successful and rewarding, and all of 
our success could not have happened without the commitment and hard work of 
BHNC staff and neighbors who care about our neighborhood. First and foremost, I 
would like to thank Supervisor Ammiano for his leadership in the passage of the 
"Big Box" legislation. The legislation creates a safeguard for all of the city's neigh¬ 
borhoods against the negative impacts of big box retailers. I also want the thanks 
members of the "Home Depot Doesn't Fit" committee, who for over a year have put 
in numerous volunteer hours on a weekly basis. 

The BHNC was awarded the 2002 Fannie Mae Award of Excellence for 
Affordable Housing Design of the Bernal Gateway Apartments located on Mission at 
Chavez Street. Again we couldn't have designed and built these quality homes with¬ 
out the input of neighbors from the Northwest and Precita areas of Bernal. Thank you 
again for your participation and support. 

We are excited about the opening of our new Greater Mission Consortium Youth 
Center in the Excelsior, located on Mission at Excelsior. We hope the expanded serv¬ 
ices will allow us to serve more Excelsior and Outer Mission families with essential 
services. Please join Supervisor Sandoval and Department of Children, Youth, & 
Their Families Director Brenda Lopez for a Ribbon Cutting on Tuesday, April 9th 
from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to recognize Safeway Manager Steve Richmond 
and Ingleside Police Caption Kevin Dillion for their handling of the death and after- 
math of 16 year old Nick Artola in the 30th St. Safeway parking lot. Mr. Richmond 
allowed for Nick's family, friends, and community to mourn his senseless death dur¬ 
ing the crucial days following the incident. Captain Dillion and staff kept a watchful 
eye on the parking lot, but didn't interfere with the mourning activities. We appreci¬ 
ate the respect that both Mr. Richmond and Captain Dillion demonstrated during this 
tragic time. It's a pleasure to work with both of them. 

It's never a perfect world at. the Neighborhood Center, and as city budget time 
rolls around there is always some bad news. This year, the Mayor wants to cut 
$2,000,000 from the Office of Adult and Aging Services. This would result in a 
$48,000 direct cut to the BHNC's case management services delivered to our Bernal 
seniors. If you want to help stop the cuts call Kesha Young at 206-2140 ext. 130. 

We are also hosting the 3rd and final feasibility study meeting regarding the pro¬ 
posed 30th & Mission BART station. Please join us on Thursday, April 1 1th from 
6:30 - 8:30 PM here at the Neighborhood Center. If you have any questions, please 
call Oriana at 206-2140 ext. 152. 

Finally, it is membership drive time at the Neighborhood Center as we gear up for 
our annual community congress scheduled for Saturday, June 15th. Your member¬ 
ship empowers the BHNC to represent your interest in our community, at City Hall 
and citywide. Our goal for 2002 is 817 members. Please join me either as a major 
donor, friend or regular member and support one of the most active and effective 
Neighborhood Centers in the City. We depend on your support to keep Bernal 
vibrant, healthy, and inclusive. 

Please don't hesitate to contact me with comments and concerns or to get involved 
with the BHNC. 

Sincerely, • 

Mauricio E. Vela 

Executive Director, Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 




DOES A BART STATION 
AT 30TH STREET & MISSION 
MAKE SENSE! 

Neighbors from Bernal Heights, Noe Valley, Glen Park, 
Fairmount, and Mission are invited to participate in the 3rd and 
final meeting of the feasibility study meetings. 

Come and hear the final results of the assessment of a 30th 
Street station.The assessment includes the possibility of adding 
"pocket tracks" to store disabled trains, reviews the operational 
and physical constraints of a new station, and other issues. 

For more information, call Oriana at 206-2140 ext. 152. 

Refreshments will be served. 

THURSDAY APRIL II 2002 • 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
BERNAL HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 
515 CORTLAND AVENUE @ ANDOVER 

Cosponsored by the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center, the 
Friends of Noe Valley, and the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART). 
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Bernal Happenings 


The Beat Goes On 

by Rachel Perez 

San Francisco has always been a haven for creative 
minds especially when it comes to literary ones. Ever 
since the Beat Generation writers such as novelist Jack 
Kerouac and poet Allen Ginsberg emerged in the 
1 960's and established this city as a nesting place, 

San Francisco has always been a home to writers. 

At the Bernal Heights bookstore, Bernal Books, one 
can gain knowledge and exposure to books from 
local authors in a book series that occurs in install¬ 
ments from March to May. This series will allow fans 
of the books to hear the exquisite words read from the 
writer's lips and help avid readers search for brave 
new finds. One can receive new insights from the 
author and understand what the sources for the books 
came from. Book series will also help readers gain 
connection with the sources of the literature. 

The book series kicked off on Friday, March 14 with 
a presentation of Modern Pagans: an Investigation of 
Contemporary Pagan Practices coming soon from 
RE/Search publications. Local Author Diane DiPrima 
is interviewed in it, and came to read from her book 
Loba among otherr. Charles Gatewood, the famed 
San Francisco photographer since the 1 970's made 
an appearance to showcase his new photos on under¬ 
ground fetishes and blood sports. The audience also 
gained more insight into the Pagan lifestyle from 
Darryl Cherney, who is a Northern California pagan 
and a member of the Ravenhart family, a commune of 
Pagans. 

On April 12th, Resurrection Cruz will stop by the 
bookstore to publicize Santora: the Good Daughter. 
a novel that takes place in the Mission District, so 
readers will be treated with familiar details and scenic 
descriptions. 

Gayle Brandeis will conduct readings from her pop¬ 
ular novel, Fruitflesh and answer question about her 
writings on the 19th of April. 

If you're is looking for something sweet, you should 
definitely not miss the show for Honey: From Flower 
to Table by Stephanie Rosenbaum. She will demon¬ 
strate all the innovative ways to use honey explained 
in her book and will include a tasting of her many 
honey concoctions on April 26th. 

Charles Anders will participate in a reading and 
discussion happening on Friday, May 3rd of his witty 
and informative book, The lazy Crossdresser , which 
is a guide for male-to-female crossdressers. The 
guide provides fun anecdotes and dressing tips. 

The book series will come to a close with two writ¬ 
ers exhibiting two dramatically different books. The 
first author, Jane Delynn, will exhibit her erotic book, 
Leash, as she makes her way along her U S book 
tour. The second author Dodie Bellamy, a local femi¬ 
nist writer, will make an appearance at Bernal Books 
for Cunt-Ups, a response to William Burroughs' 
experimental Cut-ups works. 

For more information on dates and times, one can 
call Bernal Books at (415) 550-0293. 

Music on the Hill 

By Mike Matz 

Bernal Heights residents seeking world-class 
Chamber Music don't need to go far from home. 
That's because Music on the Hill (MOTH), our neigh¬ 
borhood's very own Chamber Music series, is launch¬ 
ing its third season-and continuing its unique tradition 
of exceptional music at affordable prices. This season 
concludes with two exciting concert in April and May. 

On April 7, 2002, MOTH features the eclectic 
ensemble The Qube Chix. The performances of this 
unique a cappella vocal trio, composed of choreogra¬ 
pher/movement artist Leigh Evans, composer/per¬ 
formance artist Pamela Z, and vocalist/performance 


artist Julie Queen, combine classically trained voices, 
Asian-influenced movement forms, new music compo¬ 
sition, and electronic processing^ 

The Del Sol String Quartet plays the season's finale 
on May 1 9, 2002. This up-and-coming quartet has 
premiered many new works by Bay Area composers, 
participated in numerous outreach programs for chil¬ 
dren, and toured throughout the United States, 

Canada, and Europe. The program will feature music 
by Astor Piazzola, Lou Harrison, John Harbison, 
Gabriela Ortiz, Alberto Ginastera, and Silvesfre 
Revueltas. 

Single tickets for MOTH, available both at Bernal 
Books and at the door, are $8 for general admission 
and $5 for seniors and students. Subscriptions for all 
four concerts are $28 for general admission and $1 8 
for seniors and students, and are available by calling 
(415) 820-1429 or e-mailing mortimuse@aol.com. 

Building Bernal Schools 

By Oriana Ides, Community Organizer, BHNC 

How many schools do we have here in Bernal 
Heights? Most people living in Bernal Heights do not 
even know the answer to that question. Do our chil¬ 
dren in public schools have the resources they need to 
thrive? Bernal Heights is becoming an area with more 
and more resources. When we are short on money to 
donate or a surplus of time to volunteer, how can we 
affect change in our schools? 

What types of programming currently exist in our 
schools? Music? Arts? Bilingual Studies?Hot , 
Breakfast? Do we offer those necessary services at 
Paul Revere, Leonard R. Flynn and Juniperro Serra? 
And our teachers, who hold the most powerful and 
important position that one can have, do we know 
who they are? Are they getting the support and atten¬ 
tion that they need to educate and raise the next gen¬ 
eration of leaders? Every member in a community 
should know the answers to these questions, because 
the state of your schools will tell you the direction in 
which your neighborhood is headed. 

Our three Elementary Schools are lacking money 
and community support, resulting in low test scores 
and poor facilities. Though Juniperro Serra is scream¬ 
ing out for a new coat of paint and a playground that 
is safe, the current budget does not reflect the rich cul¬ 
ture and sense of community felt in the schoolhouse 
and has not allocated monies for these things. 

With three new principals who are committed to 
change and positive growth, emotionally, socially and 
academically we are building a foundation which is 
sure to create healthy and well-rounded children. 

The Building Bernal Schools Campaign's hope is to 
develop into a movement that has the power to 
achieve tangible results. It is a known fact that par¬ 
ent/community involvement has a direct impact on the 
success and achievement of our children, as well as 
the influence we have over administrators and so our 
goal is to plan a series of events that will promote a 
holistic community. 

Our Second "Feed our Teachers" event will be tak- 
■ ing place within the next month. An after school tuto¬ 
rial program at the Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center is in the works, and a series of parent work¬ 
shops which would strengthen communication, home¬ 
work help, nutrition and art skills are set to take place 
before the end of the school year. 

If you have any time to offer this campaign please 
attend our meetings, they are on the fourth Monday 
of every month at the Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center at 6:30 pm. We welcome input and are con¬ 
stantly seeking new ways to fundraise, and assist our 
true local heroes; our teachers and those they edu¬ 
cate. To get involved contact Oriana Ides at 
(415) 206-2140x152 Peace! 


Neighborhood Tree 
Summit, District 9 

Sponsored by Friends of the Urban Forest and 
Supervisor Tom Ammiano 

Do you have questions about how trees are man¬ 
aged in your community? 

Friends of the Urban Forest and Supervisor Tom 
Ammiano invite you to attend an educational meeting 
in District 9 on April 17th. Learn how trees are man¬ 
aged in your community (Mission & Bernal Heights). 

A slide show will be presented by FUF's Education 
Coordinator, Chris Buck. The final 30 minutes of the 
meeting is reserved for questions among community 
members. 

' Neighborhood Tree Summit, District 9 
Wednesday, April 17th, 6 - 7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Site: Institute Familiar de la Raza 

291 9 Mission Street (between 25th & 26th Streets) 
ADA Accessible 

RSVP with Chris Buck at (415) 561-6890 x 108, or 
chris@fuf.net 

"Homes for the City" 
Campaign Kickoff 

The Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center has 
joined its partners in the Council of Community 
Housing Organizations, the San Francisco 
Organizing Project and a coalition of other organiza¬ 
tions and individuals in support of a $200 Million 
Bond for the November 2002 ballot. This bond will 
provide affordable homeownership and rental hous¬ 
ing to low- and moderate-income working families in 
seniors in San Francisco. 

Please join us at the official campaign kick off for 
the "Homes for the City" bond initiative, Sunday, April 
7, at 2 p.m. at Notre Dame Plaza, 347 Dolores 
Street. Parking will be available. 

St. Kevin's Annual 
Community Blood Drive 

By Gerry Audet 

Do something worthwhile for yourself and the 
Community by donating blood on Sunday, May 5, 
2002, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Kevin's Church 
Religious Center at the corner of Jarboe and 
Anderson Street. Although many responded to 9/1 1 
by donating blood , these reserves last only a short 
time - the need is greater than ever. 

• This painless process takes only a half an hour and 
may actually be good for your health - blood donors 
live longer than the general population. 

Donors must bring an ID, be in reasonable health, 
weigh more than 110 pounds, and be at least 17 
years old. 


Big Flea 
Market 

Saturday, April 20 
& Sunday, April 21 
10-4 

Buyer Admission Free 
Table Spaces $20 
$10 for additional tables 
at St.Kevin's Old Hall 
Cortland @ Ellsworth 
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Should the Bernal 
Heights Library Murals 
Get a Facelift? 

by Mary Fitzgerald 

I recently attended both of the community meetings held 
at the Bernal Heights Branch Library to discuss the fate of 
the mural on the exterior walls. 

Three options were presented by members of the Library 
Administration, including Marcia Sneider (Downtown 
Administrator), Lisa Dunseth (Branch Manager), and Donna 
Corbeil (Chief of Branches). The first option is to paint the 
entire exterior one color, with a complimentary trim color. 

The second is to repaint the exterior and to restore the community has for its mu 
mural or murals. The third is to leave the building .exterior 

as is until after seismic and ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) compliance work 
is completed in fiscal year 2008-09. 

Because the mural's future is in question, I think it's a good time to remember why 
the mural was painted and by whom. 

The mural project was originated by former Bernal Librarian Ruth McGuinnes, 
community activist Kate Esposito and a volunteer neighborhood group. Arch 
Williams (1936-1 996) was the head muralist who, with the help of many people, 
notably Carlos Alcala (who was in attendance at the meeting), designed three dis¬ 
tinct murals. As many of the panels were painted by local youths in the early 80's, 
Carlos humorously recalled that the low-rider on the back wall mural came into 
being when someone suggested that the mural needed a "really killin' bomb." 
Carlos, who pointed out that the mural was as much his work as Arch's, weighed 
in on the side of restoration saying, "Eradicating an aspect of Public Art would be 
a shame." 

The San Francisco Arts Commission and Library Commission gave their approval, 
and volunteers and summer youth workers began painting in July 1980. The mural 
was dedicated in November 1982, and over 80 individuals were thanked in the 
dedication brochure. 

Artist Arch Williams was a member of the Haight-Ashbury Muralists. They paint¬ 
ed a group of significant murals in the area, all of which depicted a belief in the 
struggles of the poor and working-class people to better their lives, and the need 
for new cultural organizations as part of the struggle. In May of 1996, supported 
by his caregivers at St. Luke's Hospital, he was awarded a lifetime achievement 
award by Precita Eyes Mural Center. He died on June 15, 1996 of Lou Gerhig's 
disease. A celebration of his life was held on June 21 at the BHNC and was 
attended by many friends from the community. Said Susan Cervantes of Precita 
Eyes of him, "This was his home, this is how he showed his love for his community." 

I urge the Bernal Heights community to let the Library know that we want to 
restore the mural on the front (North Face) wall of the Library, and to replace the 
damaged images on the side and back with new images that reflect the community 
of today. 

San Francisco's vibrant murals are a part of the landscape that makes it such a 
unique city. I found them fascinating when I moved here from the East Coast 18 
years ago. This kind of large scale outdoor art does not exist in other regions of the U.S. . 



Roberto Hernandez spoke of the sense of ownership a 
community has for its murals at the meeting. 
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‘Therapeutic Massage 

415 - 642-1799 




mum 


Hello, 

My name is Helen. I have hived and worthed in IBernal 
Heights as a Massage Therapist for the past five years. I offer 
a [usurious Therapeutic Massage consisting primariCy of 
Swedish, %eitq, and Deep Tissue. These techniques combined 
with my natural intuitive abilities 
result in a session that you will not 
regret. I am expanding my hours and 
am now able to increase my client base. 

If you are interested in either regular 
appointments or an occasional visit, 
give me a call, ditictl Mott 


Murals are good for a community because they tell the story of the people. They 
are also an antidote to the commercial images we are 
: bombarded with daily. Murals aren't trying to sell you 
anything, besides messages of positivity: 

"If you can die...sing...live for freedom, I can too." 
-Holly Near 

"Your song is the river, the sun and wind, a bird 
announcing Peace"-Victor Juno 
We are fortunate to have Susan Cervantes and the 
Precita Eyes muralists here in the neighborhood. They 
support the proposal to restore the Library's front mural 
and to design a new community mural for the back and 
sides. They have the resources to find funding, staff and 
volunteers for such a project. "If people want this mural 
s at the meeting. restored, we can find the money," said Susan Cervantes. 

They have started a petition in support of this objective. 
Precita Eyes is located at 348 Precita Ave. They can be reached at 285-2311. 

The Library would like to hear from the community regarding the mural on the 
exterior of the Bernal Heights Library. To comment contact the Chief of Branches, 
Donna Corbeil, at 557-4345 or cob@sfpl.org. ■ 

DECLINATION SOLAR 

■ 4\i t JL. 




State 
& Federal 
Incentives 


Electri c 
1 & 
Thermal 


Cash Rebate 
Equal to 
S4.50 a Watt 


Complete 
Systems 
From $5000 




GET OFF THE GRID WITH SOLAR POWER 
info@declinationsolar.com 
www.dedinationsolar.com 
415.387.7196 


Get a Lead-Tree Faucet 
for Only $10 


If you own a single-family home or multifamily 
building in SF, you can buy from the San Francisco 
Water Dept, a brand-new, lead-free kitchen faucet 
for only SI0 on: 


Sat. April 13 

8 am to 1p.m. 

Evans Campus-City College 
1400 Evans (Meudein 


I While traces of lead are a minimal risk, protecting water 
[quality is one of SFPUC’s most important missions. Most 
[ faucets purchased prior to 1997 contain up to 8% lead. 

We will also be selling high quality, 1.6 gallon per flush 
| toilets for only $10. 

For more information, please call the SF Public 
Utilities Commission at 

923-2676. Hi? 


ll 



Bring photo ID. 
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Message from 
Captain Dillon, 
Ingleside Station 

Spring greetings 
from Ingleside 
Station. It must be 
spring because we 
are all suffering 
from our spring 
allergies. My first 
two months have 
passed so quickly 
here in the Ingleside 
that I forget I ever 
worked anywhere else. I've been to more community 
groups than I knew existed. There are still a few more 
that I haven't been to yet. We may not have solved 
every problem, but I know we have handled a lot of 
them. We are going to continue to do everything we 
can to improve the quality of life in your neighbor¬ 
hood. 

On February 11, sixteen year old Nicholas Artola 
was killed in the Safeway parking lot at 30th St. and 
Mission St.. Nicholas was a strong student, and after 
meeting with his family and talking to people who 
knew him, it was obvious to me that he had the mis¬ 
fortune of being in the wrong place at the wrong time. 
Nicholas's services were well attended by the entire 
community. Ingleside Officers were on the block and 
saw the smoke coming from the tires as Nicholas was 
run over. Their quick response, coupled with the assis¬ 
tance of several citizens who witnessed the attack, 
helped to immediately capture the driver of the car. 
Most, if not all of the other involved parties have been 
identified and interviewed by the SFPD Homicide 



Inspectors. 

A few minor incidents preceded the attack. None 
of those incidents involved the victim. The community 
has tried to pass the message to the young people in 
the community that each life is too special to be wast¬ 
ed like this. Those involved in the gang life need to 
focus their energy into positive directions, like school, 
community centers or working a job. Like so many 
other cities, San Francisco has lost too many citizens-- 
children and adults--to gang violence. Every avail¬ 
able Officer from Ingleside Station was assigned to 
assist with the lengthy investigation of this crime. They 
were all moved by the brutality of Nicholas's death. 
We have.assigned additional officers, footbeats, car 
patrols, and plainclothes units, into the area to try to 
prevent any further acts of violence. 

Our Police Community meetings are continuing on 
the third Tuesday of the month at the community room 
in Ingleside Police Station. I will continue to have 
interesting guest speakers before our open forum to 
address issues in the District. Hope to see everyone 
next month. 

Captain Kevin Dillon 
1 John Young Lane 
San Francisco, CA 94112 


www.bhnc.org 

Would you like to help the Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center design, build or maintain 
a website? The BHNC is going digital and you 
can help. If you would like to be a part of our 
future, please contact Adam Kinsey, BHNC 
Development Coordinator, at (415) 206-2140 
ex. 161, or akinsey@bhnc.org 


II 


Big Box" continued from Front Page 


The Conditional Use Authorization process mandated 
by the Big Box legislation provides the opportunity for 
additional neighborhood input on concerns such as 
impacts on surrounding businesses, and increased 
input into mitigations, such as guarantees of jobs local 
residents and traffic calming. 


What's Next? 

The victories in the Board of Supervisors and the 
Planning Department were the result of the incredible 
hard work and the combined effort of the BHNC, 

Bernal residents,' small businesses and residents from 
every neighborhood in the City. Thanks go out to all 
who phoned, faxed, e-mailed, wrote letters and attend¬ 
ed the hearings and the final Board meeting. We thank 
our Supervisor Tom Ammiano, whose advocacy for us 
put him in the direct line of fire of the polarizing and 
divisive Home Depot PR campaign. We thank the 
Supervisors who supported the legislation, with special 
mention to Supervisor McGoldrick for his eloquence on 
the issue, and Supervisor Daly for standing with us 
while feeling the heat from opponents of his . 
Redevelopment Agency Commission proposal. At 
press time, it is still not known whether Mayor Brown 
will veto the legislation, although he stated at 
our June 16th, 2002, Congress that "Home Depot did¬ 
n't belong anywhere in San Francisco." Eight votes are 
needed to overturn a possible veto, and we 
urge you to email Supervisor Gerardo Sandoval 
(Gerardo_sandoval@ci.sf.ca.us), express your dissatis¬ 
faction with his "No" vote, and tell him to support the 
Big Box legislation as passed. 

To get more information, call Ron at 206-2140 xl55 
or e-mail him at rmorgan@bhnc.org. 


SMALL CRACK. 
BIG PROBLEM? 
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WE CAN HELP. 

Those tiny cracks in the wall next to your window could mean a 
leak and water in your wall cavity. Left unchecked, water damage 
can lead to early ■ deterioration of your home and structural 
problems; it can even become a threat to your health. 


Cracked, stained walls and ceilings, mold and 
mildew - all these signs point to a leaky condo or 
loft. Once started, it never corrects itself. 

Call us now to find out how we can help 
determine the severity of your problem, to 
manage the repair, assist you with disclosure and 
financial recovery, and begin to set things right. 

To protect your investment, call our Condo Loft 
Group at 877.782.2680 - toll free or visit us at 
www.condoloftgroup.com 
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Interview with 
New Beard 
Member Amy Risch 

By Adam Kinsey 

"I think it's always the case that when you move 
into a place that's desirable, there's this sense of 
'Okay...I'm in. Shut the door and don't let in any¬ 
body else,' which you can't do. You have to balance 
between old and new, and I don't know if the Center- 
-or any of us-can do that. I think there's some natural 
process at work here." 

Amy Risch, the latest addition to the Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center's Board of Directors, could be 
called "New Bernal." She and her partner, Nancy,. 
arrived here three years ago, Amy to work as a com¬ 
puter programmer, Nancy as an affordable housing 
advocate. Needless to say, it took a while for the cou¬ 
ple to find a home, but they finally did in Bernal Heights. 

"We closed on the house in June, Kip was con¬ 
ceived, then we had to get it ready to be moved in. 

So for the 9 months we were waiting for him, we 
were working frantically on the house, and then you 
know what it's like having a new baby...". 

Amy comes from Colorado and went to the 
University of Colorado at Boulder, where she studied 
a range of subjects. "My background is math, science 
and engineering. I changed my major four times 
before I got {a Degree in Math}." 

Not sure what to do next, she visited a friend for a 
long weekend in New York. "We were driving around 
the city in the pouring rain, staring up at the build¬ 
ings, and I'm thinking, 'I can't even see the sky here. I 
could never live in this place!' But then I'm on the 
plane going home, and I have the Times on my lap 



Journal]. I look at the Jobs section and I go 'I could 
live here...'" It was there that she met Nancy, who 
had a long-term vision of moving to San Francisco. 


"It wasn't really until Kip was like nine-months old 
that I even started looking around at the world," Amy 
and Nancy had been exposed to the Neighborhood 
Center, both through getting the NBJ and by seeing 
the Center on Cortland Avenue. They had become 
members early on, but between being new parents, 
new homeowners and each working at their job, they 
paid what was going on at the Center little attention 
until Amy got a phone call. 

"Friends of ours gave my name to Carren [Shagley, 
long-time BHNC Board and Housing Committee mem¬ 
ber], who called up to recruit me. So I went to work 
with the Housing Committee." It was January 2001 
and the BHNC Housing Department had bought the 
land and broken ground for Bernal Gateway. Amy 
had come to have an interest in affordable housing 
through Nancy, who is a director with the Low Income 
Housing Fund, an organization that supplies capital 
and technical assistance to nonprofits working to alle¬ 
viate poverty in low-income neighborhoods. 

"I really like what we're doing at Bernal Gateway, 
in terms of incorporating the services and the child¬ 
care and the housing all in one place. There's lots of 
studies that show that housing is the real underpin¬ 
ning to getting people stable in their lives...You can 
• try to help get people into the workforce, you can try 
to do job training with them, but if they don't have a 
stable, affordable place to live, nothing else sticks. 

And then if you can take that component and then put 
stuff on top of it, like having childcare in the build¬ 
ing...well, you're on your way." 

Amy joined the BHNC board in October, 2001. 
"Housing was the thing that brought me in the door 
originally. Of course once I started doing Housing 
Committee, there was more stuff going on. The Home 


Depot Campaign was starting up last summer as well, 
and that introduced me to the whole Organizing 
Department and Building Bernal Schools, which we 
announced the kick-off of last June at Congress." 

Now Amy is not only on the Board and on the 
Housing Committee, but she works with Building 
Bernal Schools and volunteers at Paul Revere one day 
a week, tutoring math in the 3rd grade. They want to 
send Kip to one of the local public schools when he is 
old enough. 

Her understanding of all of the BHNC's programs is 
growing. "It is, I think, a delicate juggling act. What it 
seems like--and I'm still new to a bunch of the pro¬ 
grams- is we're pretty successful at doing that jug¬ 
gling, and certainly the needs wouldn't go away if we 
dropped any of the components. So yeah, it would be 
ideal maybe not to be juggling quite so many balls in 
the air, but if we drop one...we're dropping a person. 
And nobody else is going to pick it up... The fact that 
Housing just won a Maxwell Award, in the 
Community Development world, that's a really big 
thing. It's a sign that we're doing really well. I think in 
Senior and in Youth programs, we're also doing real¬ 
ly well. In Organizing...Home Depot has been a 
roller coaster ride, but that ride's still going..." 

Ultimately, Amy does this work because it's where 
her family lives and it's where her son will grow up. 
"It's his neighborhood. He's spent all three of his 
years here. So it's his playground and his library. It's 
even his Neighborhood Center. Now he wants to 
come to meetings with me. He came to a Building 
Bernal Schools meeting and there were cookies, so he 
now has this image in his mind that when mama goes 
to meetings, there's cookies. You don't know how 
many times I go to meetings and he's like 'Can I 
come? Can I come?"' 

Perhaps someday Kip will be on the Board, and 
then they will have cookies all the time. ■ 


_ The 

Cutting Ea se 

Satan 

1000 Cortland Ave. @ Folsom • S.F. 

Bernal Height’s Only Full Service Salon 

^* Custom Facials 
-y, i ^ & Peels 

\ 1ft • Waxing 

| IPt Nh i \ nil • Lash & Brow Tinting 

\ 'SMI* IlllPH 1 * Creative Coloring 
•| •jWj't Ml • Natural Manicures 

“\l • Spa Pedicures 
‘*\l • More, Much MORE! 




Business Hours: 

Tues.-Fri. 

10am-7pm 

Sat. 

9am-5pm 


Kick back & Relax 
a cup of coffee, a magazine, 
quality services, comfortable surroundings, 
treat yourself ...You’re Worth It! 

Call 


( 3 3 4 - 3 ) 



Progressive Grounds 

Come and enjoy oar newly remedied 
patio and Mediterranean Room, 
perfect for yoar next meeting or party! 

SUMPTUOUS MENU HIGHLIGHTS-. 

Grilled Vegetarian Sandwiches, 

Roasted E^jplant with Pesto and Mozzarella 
Grilled Chicken with Tarragon sauce 
GreeK Salad 

©«r delicious sandwiches are made on Lavaih bread and grilled 
in an Italian panini machine for authentic Mediterranean flavor! 

400 Cortland flve., SF Cfl 415-282-6233 
















Ital Brand 

Imported Pasta. 


all varieties 
16 oz. -reg 1.19 


69 ' 


Colavita 



for Qoodneu Sake 

R.W. Knudsen O 

Simply Nutritious ^ W Lundberg Farms 

Jidces $ 5.00 Nutra-Farme 

32 oz.-reg 3.29 ^ " Rice Cakes 

Assorted Boxed Juices 

3x8 oz. -reg 2.79 


imagine Foods fpii TJUTUP Extra Virgin 

Enriched Soy IiiuIKhIO Olive Oil 

_ / 16.9 oz.-reg 6.99 

2 for $3.00 $ 4.99 


Dream 

32 oz. -reg 2.29 



LOVER 

STORNETTA 


8-10 oz. -reg 1.99 

4 for $5.00 






Kettle Foods 

100% Organic ,i 
Potato Chips L 

5 oz. -reg 2.69 

2 for $3.00 



Don Pomidoro 

Pasta Sauces 

all flavors 
13.2 oz. -reg 1.99 

3 for $5.00 




Di Napoli 

Canned Tomatoes 


Whole peeled or Crushed 
28 oz. -reg 1.29 


999 


CLOVER 



Clover Dairy 

Whipping 
Cream 

8 oz. 16 oz. 

$1.69 $2.99 


Sale Prices effective 
April 1 - April 15, 2002 


D 2 for 

Haagen Dazs 

Ice Cream $ 5.00 



‘ *JLU 

si 

■ # 

fAkMSTtAD 
Cut. tit COuPAXY 


16 oz. -reg 3.79 


r 

Monday ■ Saturday 



8:00 am ■ 8:00 pm 



Sundays 


L 

9:00 am ■ 7:00 pm 

J 


Stretch Island ^ 

Fruit Leather 

$1 


all flavors except organic 
.5 oz. -reg 55c 


for 

.00 


California Real 
Cheese 

Bravo Cheese 

Cheddar 
Chipotle Cheddar 
Sage Cheddar 

$6.99 lb. 

Point Reyes 

Blue Cheese 

$11.99 lb. 


Laura Chenel 2 for 

Goat Chevre §7 qq 

Plain, Herb, or Pepper 


| 

Free Parking 

p55 

Across the Street 


In our Very Own 


Parking Lot ! 


We Accept 

ATM Cards 
Discover Cards 
MasterCard & Visa 
Cash & Checks 
Food Stamps 


ATM 



448 Cortland Avenue • Bernal Heights • San Francisco • 94110 


Seems like it was just yesterday. 



24th Street at Castro - 1944 


But now, we’re all grown up. 

We’re back in our 24th Street 
office with a second story addition! 

Zephyr’s been busy here in Noe Valley the past 6 
months remodeling our office and adding a second 
story. Now you’ll feel even more at home with the 
same friendly, knowledgeable agents but with just 
a little more room for comfort. And, with the latest 
in technological support, we can serve your real 
estate needs even better! Stop in. We look forward 
to a great future together. 



ZEPHYR 

REAL ESTATE 


4040 24th Street • Noe Valley • 415-695-7707 www.zephyr-re.com 

215 West Portal Ave. • 415-731 -5000 4200 17th St. • 415-552-9500 318 Brannan St. • 415-905-0250 

















April/May 


New Bernal Journal 9 


Community Profile: 
David Ayoob 

by Lisa Dyas 

Don't feel too left out on your first few visits to 
Four Star Video in Bernal Heights. 

Sure, you'll get great service, but the regulars 
are rewarded with a hearty hello and a wave 
of the hand from owner David Ayoob. At the 
counter, he catches up with them about family 
business, offers his opinion on neighborhood 
issues, and assures each of them that, "Yes, you 
will love this movie." 

Even the regular dogs get red carpet treat¬ 
ment. Asia, a giant poodle, nearly five feet tall when 
she stands on her hind legs, rests her front paws on 
the counter in anticipation of receiving a few bones 
from the big glass jar. 

After eating her fill, she hops down, runs behind the 
counter for a quick scratch behind the ears from 
Ayoob, and trots off to find her owner. 

"This is dog hill," Ayoob says. "I think my customers 
really appreciate how dog friendly we are." 

Ayoob has a vested interest in making his cus¬ 
tomers, human and canine alike, feel at home in his 
store. The 47-year old San Franciscan and long time 
Bernal Heights resident wants to help preserve the 
friendly atmosphere of the area. 

Ayoob puts his dedication to his neighborhood into 
practice. He lives, works and manages to do most of 
his shopping within its boundaries. He can quickly 
rattle off a list of places where one can shop, dine, 
get a manicure or a prescription filled within a six- 
block radius. 

"Your life is as geographically limited as mine is," 
adds a customer from the other side of the counter. 
"You're right," Ayoob answers while simultaneously 
recommending a movie to another customer. "I don't 
know what we bought a new car for - so we could 
park it, I guess." 

Ayoob purchased the video store a little more than 
a year ago. Although he has always loved movies, he 
says he never would have pictured himself in this 
business. 

"I've always been a movie buff," Ayoob says. "But I 
don't watch nearly as many movies now as I did 
before." 

With the store open seven days a week and a staff 



David Ayoobjshown here with Krista) tends the register with a 
smile at Four Star Video 

of just four, the only movies Ayoob gets to watch are 
on the television set suspended over the new releases 
section. 

Having already owned two businesses, a clothing 
store in San Francisco, and an Italian deli and cater¬ 
ing company in San Mateo, Ayoob knows the rigors 
of running a small business. He shrugs off the hard 
work and claims the biggest challenge of his new ven¬ 
ture was tackling the computer system. 

"I used to give away so many movies for free," he 
says. "This thing would freeze and I'd get all flustered. 
Then I'd just say 'Here, fake it and bring it back in 
two days!'" 

During the day, Ayoob usually finds time to slip 
next door to Progressive Grounds for a cup of coffee 
or tea. 

According to Katie Duke, who works at Progressive 
Grounds, Ayoob is a "real sweetheart" who always 
notices her jewelry. 

"He especially likes this one," Duke says, holding 
out her arm to display the rose quartz and hematite 
bracelet. "Dave has the same one, except his is blue 
and whenever he sees me wearing it he says, 'That 
bracelet darling, I love that bracelet.'" 

When he does get away from the store, Ayoob 
loves to entertain and eat out. 


they'll kill you," Ayoob says, laughing. 

He enjoys entertaining at home as well and on spe¬ 
cial occasions will prepare rovellini, a top round beef, 
cut thin and served with a special sauce. Before he 
can be questioned about the nature of the sauce, he 
quickly turns to help a customer. 

Surrounded by videos, his customers and friends, 
Ayoob says he has no plans to give up the luxury of 
staying so close to the neighborhood he loves so 
much. 

"I'm proud to live in Bernal and I'm proud to work 
in Bernal," he says. ■ 

Meeting of Cortland 
Avenue's Mercantile 
Minds 

There are at least 50 merchants operating business¬ 
es on Cortland Avenue, ranging from an acupuncture 
practitioner to legal services and landscaping. This 
figure does not include the businesses operating on 
Cortland's side streets. Collectively the merchants 
could form a formidable and highly productive organ¬ 
ization, one that would improve the face and quality 
of life in Bernal Heights. 

Building such an organization is precisely one of the 
goals the Cortland Merchants Association (CMA) 
agreed to during it's March 3rd meeting at the 
Cutting Edge Salon. During the meeting, several other 
goals were presented. Some of these included, 
improving parking, easing through traffic, cleaner 
sidewalks and streets, creating a gallery for local 
artists, building a children's theatre, improving street 
lighting, upgrading tree maintenance and appear¬ 
ance, unified white tree lights during the Holiday sea¬ 
son, creation of our own website, .and publishing a 
merchant's newsletter. 

If you are a merchant in our neighborhood and 
want to participate in any of CMA's goals, contact 


Whether You are Selling 
or Buying Your Home... 



Your Satisfaction 
is Guaranteed 
or You Owe Me 
Nothing! 


Your BERNAL 
HEIGHTS Realtor 
providing full 
service city-wide 


Expert at negotiation. Expert at disclosure. Expert at staging. 


loves to entertain and eat out. either David Ayoob from Four Star Vjdeo ( 6 4 l- 53 80 ) 

"One of Dave's favorite things is food," says Krista, or Ei!een C | ayton Cutting Edge 5 ^ ( 970 . 3343 ). 
one of Ayoob's employees. "He's incredibly enthusias- Gur next meeting wjl | be at the Cutting Edge 

tic about food. Salon, 1000 Folsom Street on April 9th, Tuesday at 

Of course, he highly recommends local eateries like £.30 p/y\ 

Palatino and Liberty Cafe as well as Krista's "once a 

year" mashed potatoes. AAA4 . .... ., .. . , , 

"You have them more 2002-2003 Civil Grand Jury X-'&'Si 

than once a year and The San Francisco Superior Court is now accepting applications for volunteer 

service on the 2002-03 Civil Grand Jury. 

The function of the Civil Grand Jury is to investigate the operations of the various 
• I. I officers, departments and agencies of the county government and report its findings 

111IIM I and recommendations to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court and to the sub- 

■ jects of its investigations. .■ 

It. ■ ■ » ■ Members of the Civil Grand Jury are afforded a unique opportunity to examine 

Ie and investigate the operation of county government. Only 19 San Franciscans will 

« be selected to serve. For more information and an application, visit or write the 

iSfaction I Grand Jury office at the Civic Center Courthouse, 400 McAllister St., Room 008, 

< j I San Francisco, CA 94102, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, or call 

. I (415).551-3605. The application deadline is Monday, April 15, 2002. 
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YEARS EXPERIENCE 
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Michael D. Gagarine, Realtor' 
(415) 905-0255 x 137 



Bernal Beast 

I,**, 


509 Cortland Avenue 


San Francisco, CA 94110 


(415)643-7800 



www.bernalbeast.com 



Self service pet wash on site 

Dog grooming by appointment 



Monday-Friday 11-7 

Saturday 10-6 Sunday 11-5 

A 


Bernal Heights Delivery 

A 

April-20% off all toys 



May-20% off all cellars and leashes 
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Bernal Goes to Washington continues from front page 


storeowners who flew in from their corporate head¬ 
quarters in Salt Lake City to discuss how we could 
possibly share this precious piece of land. Our team 
was tenacious in our requirement that no affordable 
housing units would be lost in this negotiation. In the 
end, and with the key and persistent support of the 
surrounding community actively opposing Lucky 
Stores, we won and Lucky actually stepped in to facil¬ 
itate this sale. 

Second, thanks to our visionary Housing Director 
Joseph Smooke, with support from development con¬ 
sultant Thomas Lauderbach and the BHNC Housing 
Program staff, the brilliant financial team of Rick 
Devine and Howard Gong, and our long-term part¬ 
ners at the AFL-CIO Housing Investment Trust, we 
were able to build on the hard fiscal work we began 
at Market Heights, our development behind the city's 
oldest Farmer's Market. Thirty-one of Bernal 
Gateway's fifty-five apartments utilize project based 
Section 8 subsidies, a remarkable accomplishment. 

As Mayor Brown stated in the Maxwell Awards 
Program Book. "(These units) are therefore afford¬ 
able to households with incomes less - often much less 
- than 20 percent of area median." 

Last, but definitely not least, I am very proud of our 


comprehensive and inclusive social service provider, 
The Family School. Their agency was an active part¬ 
ner in the long and often tedious planning process for 
this Unique development. For over 16 years, the 
Family School has helped hundreds of women--pri- 
marily women of color-- transition from welfare 
dependence to economic independence. In 1999, its 
visionary Executive Director, Natalie Lopes, brought 
the nationally respected STRIVE program to the Bay 
Area. STRIVE is a three week intensive work readi¬ 
ness program, followed by a two year job counseling 
and follow-up program. The result is an astounding 
75-80% job retention rate. 

The Family School also provides a licensed child 
development center for infants and toddlers at Bernal 
Gateway-many of whose parents are in the STRIVE 
program. The center opened last November and has 
the capacity for 32 children. Most are from the Bernal 
Heights community and there's a healthy mix of 
African American, Latino, Asian, and White children 
in this beautiful new facility. 

Finally, the Family School has recently launched a 
new component: Responsible Fatherhood, in collabo¬ 
ration with Young Community Developers, an employ¬ 
ment and training agency in Bayview Hunters Point,, 
one of our lowest income African American commu¬ 


nities in the city. The program is designed to serve the 
parental as well as the employment responsibilities of 
low-income fathers, and assist them in meeting their 
child support obligations. 

Being in the nation's capital with Larry Cruz and 
my former staff was a very special way to end my 
San Francisco chapter, and I'm very appreciative of 
the opportunity to have shared in this extraordinary 
honor. May the Neighborhood Center and larger 
Bernal community continue to take risks, demand 
inclusion, forge collaborations, and never retreat from 
your profound mission. ■ 

(Helen now lives on Cape Cod, Massachusetts. Her 
book. Footprints on the Land: American Stories About 
Race, will be published in the fall. She currently co¬ 
facilitates workshops on "Eliminating Racism and 
Understanding White Privilege.") 


A WOMAN-OWNED BUSINESS 


• SUBARUr;*>JOVOTA‘ VNlSSAN « MAZDA " 
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Cents & Sensibility 
3462 Mission St @ Cortland 
(415) 285-6699 

Open: Monday-Saturday 9 to 7:30 
& Sunday 10 to 6:30 
New! Peacock Feathers, Helium Balloons, 
Glass Flowers! 

99 cent items & much much more! 
May Peace be with you in all that you do 






FOX 


design diva extraordinaire 


for print & web design services: 

(415) 577-0074 



You can choose to do 

NOTHING 

for the Environment 



Paper Bag 


Plastic Bag 


NO Bag at All 


When you go to the store, 
there’s another choice besides paper or plastic. 

You can choose no bag at all! 

Just carry your purchase yourself - or in your own canvas bag. 
Add NOTHING to the Landfill by Preventing Waste! 


SF Environment 
Department of the Environment 

City and County of San Francisco 
www.sfenvironment.com 

415.554.4333 


For more information about waste prevention please cull or visit our website. 




San Francisco 
Auto Repair Center 

(415) 285-8588 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
SMOG CHECK AVAILABLE 7 DAYS 


FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC AUTO REPAIRS 

OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA SMOG STATION_ 

12 MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS, f ^censEd" 

• Free Shuttle Service to & from BART, Downtown & Nearby 

Neighborhoods ♦ Basic Auto Repair Classes ♦ “Do-it-Yourself” SMQ^ 

Membership Available ♦ Men & Women Mechanics CI^R^I 

• Dependable, Guaranteed Work—Honest Prices 

• Used Car Prepurchase Diagnostic Inspection Service iNSPEcnof 

• Emission Systems/Smog Test Failure Diagnosis & Repair ^^epaif^tat 

• Tune Up/Lube Service/Regular Maintenance ^^^fftcia 

• Cooling Systems • Radiators • Overheating gross 

• Timing Belts • Brakes • Clutches • General Repairs pollute 

• Air Conditioning/Heaters certificai 

• Electrical Problems/Rewiring/Short Circuits station 

• Win do ws/Doo rs/Vanda l ism Repairs • Four-Wheel Drive Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering • CV Joint & Axle Service jWBfc 

• Check Engine Light • Computer Diagnostics • Driveability 

Problems [ ■—i— 

• Engine & Transmission Rebuilding & Replacement ^ 

BBB 

since 1978 »» 

(415)285-8588 

611 FLORIDA STREET (Near 18th St.) • S.F., CA 94110 
BETWEEN HARRISON & BRYANT STREETS 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & ATM ACCEPTED 


SMQ^r 

CIWK 


INSPECTION & 
REPAIR STATION . 


OFFICIAL 


POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 



OFF 

SMOG 


INSPECTION 


frjj FREE 
||Ss BRAKE 

SAFETY 

INSPECTION 

($42. 50 VALUE) 


|P $10 
f¥ OFF 
OIL 
CHANGE 
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BHNC Youth Services Page 


United Playaz 
Present "Stop the 
Violence" 

by Lauren Bell 

Hot off the Press! Groups of middle and high 
school youth gathered together to spread the mes¬ 
sage, "Stop the Violence." 

And they did it with heart. On February 22, 2002 
after a great deal of practice, members of the United 
Playaz put on an assembly for students at Denman to 
demonstrate the power behind youth participation in 
"United Playaz" leadership development program. 
Balboa students danced hard and proud and showed 
youth the liveliness, the flavor and the comradery of 
their club. United Playa' Jen Roe, smoooothly flowed 
to the students, sending the message, "Keep your 
mind right, stay in school." Denman students coura¬ 
geously stood in front of their peers and read person¬ 
al poems. Various adult speakers sprinkled the audi¬ 
ence with wisdom on experience and the importance 
of staying on a noble path. As an adult watching the 
performance, I was struck by the boldness of these 
youth and happy for the reminder that there are so 
many young people in this city who are trying to do 
right for themselves, their families and their communi¬ 
ties. Congratulations to the youth and adults who 
spent hours planning an event that was entertaining, 
informative and moving. And if you hear the chant, 
"When I say Mad, you say love." 

Mad!_Love!__Mad!_Love! 

You know the United Playaz are close by! 

For more information on the club call. 206-2140■ 

GMC Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony 

The Greater Mission Consortium's new service site 
located at 4468 Mission Street/Excelsior is opening 
April 9th, 2002 from 4pm-6pm. The 14, 47 or 52 
bus lines will get you to the event. This beautiful, 
ground level storefront site will offer the community 
easy access into a variety of supportive wrap around 
services that include preschool, after-school programs 
and activities, case management and counseling, 
leadership development, employment, and legal assis¬ 
tance. The Greater Mission Consortium is a collabora¬ 
tive of the BHNC, Mission YMCA, Mission 
Neighborhood Center's, Inc., La Raza Centro Legal 
and Enterprise for High School Students. As the lead 
agency, the BHNC is proud to welcome you to attend 
the ribbon cutting when we will be honoring people 
like Supervisor Gerardo Sandoval who helped make 
the transition to a larger space possible. Hope to see 
you there!!!! ■ 



The United Playaz live large at Yerba Buena.Gardens after the "Stop 
the Violence" assembly at Denman Middle School. 



Lupita Ramos of the United Playaz enjoys a sncw cone after the Assembly. 

Albertson's 
Contributes to 
Greater Mission 
Consortium 






Jicy ...... y 
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Lauren Bell and Supervisor Sandoval accept check from 
Albertsons and 370,000 Campbell's soup labels which will 
be exchanged for three computers for the new GMC youth office. 
Mayor Brown also participated in the Ribbon Cutting on 3/20. 


A Message from a 
Heartfelt Supporter 
of the United Playaz 

by Officer Bardoni, Balboa High School. 

"It is very seldom that I am left speechless, 
but you truly succeeded this time by giving 
me a gift that is worth more than I can pos¬ 
sibly explain. I am truly honored by the 
presentation of the trophy that you gave me. 

I have been working the streets for about 
twenty years, and it often seems like I have 
not done anything that has really helped 
society or changed anyone's life for the better. 
Unfortunately, police offers do not get a lot 
of positive press or attention, and that some- 
. times makes us feel like we are not very 
popular or well liked by society. This trophy 
that you gave me makes me feel like a million 
bucks, and is by far the most precious gift I 
have received in my career because it comes 
from the fruit of our society, the youth. You 
students have overcome the biggest obstacles 
that life can offer at your age, resisting the 
pressure of gang affiliation. It takes a special 
person with a heart of a lion to choose the 
course that you have chosen, instead of fol¬ 
lowing the group, which is always easier to 
do. I am very proud to count myself as a 
playa in your circle, alongside Rudy, who is 
my opinion the bravest guy I have ever met. 
Rudy has truly chosen to buck the tide 
against an element of society that is very 
dangerous and revengeful, the gangs, yet he 
continues to walk in the light and bring 
teenagers back to the reality of freedom 
from those gangs. Keep on truckin and 
always remember that students like you can 
do anything, or become anyone that you 
want because you have already handled 
and taken control of the hardest part 
already; non-gang affiliation-Thank you' 
again." 

(The students of the United Playaz wanted to 
make sure that Officer Bardoni was recog¬ 
nized for his assistance with club activities.} 




We live on Bernal hill &. 

Over 50 homes 
here in recent years 

Bernal Met 

Heights residen 



'mmwMf983 ! 





Planting 
Irrigation 
Carpentry ; 
Stonework l '. : 



Design 


Installation 

Maintenance 

Consultation 


ROCK and ROSE 
L ANDSCAPIN G 

SPRING INTO ACTION! 

• romantic garden * woodland garden 

• kitchen garden * child's garden 

• fragrant garden * secluded garden 


Contr. Lie. 
#562817 


824-3458 


Mike Boss 
Botanist 


1615 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco. CA 94110 
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SENIOR SERVICES PAGE 


By Karen Garrison, Kesha Young and Joanna Tom 

Stop Cuts to Home and 
Community Based Services! 

The Mayor pledged to help San Francisco's Seniors 
and Persons with Disabilities "live with dignity" by 
expanding home and community based services. Yet 
these are the exact services which are being cut from this 
year's budget. Unless we act now to stop the budget cuts, 
frail, at-risk elders and low income people with disabilities 
will be deprived of basic necessities such as food, shelter, 
transportation, personal and community based health 
care services essential for remaining in their homes. 
Current Cuts include: 

Department of Human Services $1,150,000 
Department of Aging and Adult Services $2,756,370 
Department of Public Health $1,706,708 

Funds were awarded to the Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Senior Services Department last year to 
cover case management program expenses. Because of 
these proposed cuts, we run the risk of losing this funding 
source. An advocacy effort is underway by a number of 
organizations including Senior Action Network, Planning 
for Elders in the Central City, and Coalition of Agencies 
Serving the Elderly. Our staff and seniors will take an 
active part in this community organizing effort. 

We are currently implementing a postcard campaign to 
ask the Supervisors and to Mayor Willie Brown to stop 
cuts to programs for seniors and persons with disabilities. 


Help us save these critical services! Call Kesha Young at 
206-9175 to help out! 

Save the date-WEDNESDAY May 8th for the annual 
senior rally in Sacramento, CA. 

What is Para transit? 

San Francisco Paratransit is a specialized transportation 
service for persons who are unable to independently use 
regular buses, streetcars, or BART due to a disability or 
health related condition some or all of the time. Seniors 
and persons with disabilities will be able to access a vari¬ 
ety of transportation options such as group van service, 
taxi service, or lift van service for wheelchair users. 

Paratransit is provided by public transportation systems 
as part of the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). Many seniors qualify for paratran¬ 
sit services. 

Why Should YOU be Paratransit Certified? 

You will gain valuable access to a number of trans¬ 
portation options specifically designed for persons with 
disabilities or people who have chronic health conditions 
that prevent them from independently using fixed route 
services some or most of the time. These services are free 
or very low cost for consumers. 

How Can YOU be Paratransit Certified? 

A certification application may be requested from the 
BHNC Social Worker, June Harvey, at 206 2140 ext. 

145. She is also available to help seniors through the 
application process. Paratransit taxi scrip is available at 
the BHNC Senior Center for those who are paratransit 

certified. 

Mission Cultural Center 
April 17th 

Since February, BHNC sen¬ 
iors have been participating 
in a special Senior Art 
Program of the Mission 
Cultural Center for Latino 
Arts. Norita Gonzalez- 
Blum, an artist educator for 
many years, has been 
teaching a unique weekly 
class with our seniors creat¬ 
ing Latino Folk Art. 

Tuesday mornings, you will 
find seniors working with 
their hands to create beauti¬ 
ful characters, which will 
come to life at their very 


own gallery showing! 

We are pleased to announce a Folk Art exhibition fea¬ 
turing artists from the Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center and the Diamond Senior Center. 

Come Wednesday, April 17th at 1:30 PM to the 
Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts, 2868 Mission 
Street between 24th and 25th streets, San Francisco. 
Refreshments and live entertainment will be provided. 
RSVP by April 15, 2002 at (415) 643-2792. MCCIA 
Senior Art Program is funded by the California Arts 
Council's Artist in Residency Program. 

May is Older Americans 
Month 

To commemorate this, Wednesday, May 22 will be our 
first Friendship Day Celebration! Activities will include 
"Senior Spoken Word" featuring seniors singing songs, 
reading or reciting poetry and expressing their views! 

We encourage seniors to bring a friend, and both sen¬ 
iors will be able to play Bingo for free! 

HillwMe 2002 

Past participants and newcomers, Save the Date! Our 
annual fundraiser, the community Hillwide Garage Sale, 
will be held on August 17, 2002. For a mere $20 
DONATION to Senior Services, you can host a garage 
sale and have it advertised by us. Call 206-9175 to reg¬ 
ister early, or fill our NBJ form next issue! 

Gifts on the Hill 

Thank you participants of the Gifts on the Hill 
December 2001 survey. Results indicate adult clothing 
remains the number one requested item, followed closely 
by housewares. Please let us know what you would like 
us to stock in the store! 

There have been a lot of changes - you might even say 
a facelift! We've added an "artist/crafter" section. We 
are requesting DONATIONS of your works (paintings, 
ceramics, jewelry, etc.) We also have added a "health & 
beauty" section of new items such as soaps and body 
lotions. These are made by a local artist just in time for 
your Mother's Day shopping! 

Special thanks to Maccon Masonry for their donation 
of cinder blocks. 

Clip this article and bring it into GIFTS 
ON THE HILL for $1.00 off any purchase. 


Recycling collection now includes 
ALL plastic bottles 

Thanks to an expansion of recyclables, you no longer have to check the 
number on your plastic bottles. If it's a bottle, it's recyclable and can be 
put into your blue bin or "Fantastic Three" blue cart along with your glass' 
bottles, all paper and all cans. 

"Check the Neck" 

If a rigid plastic container has a neck smaller than its base, it can be recy¬ 
cled no matter what number is on the bottom. This includes bottles of all 
shapes, sizes and color. In addition to standard items such as soda bottles 
and milk jugs, you can also recycle containers you may never have consid¬ 
ered such as those for shampoo, mouthwash, aspirin, laundry detergent, 
cooking oil, household cleaning supplies and more! 

For more information about recycling issues, visit the Department of the 
Environment's website at www.sfenvironment.com. 




Two locations serving the needs of business and industry 


MOM @ Bayview MOM @ St. Luke's 

6301 3rd Street 2nd Floor 1580 Valencia Suite 301 

San Francisco, CA 94124 San Francisco, CA 94110 

Appointments: 415.330.1800 Appointments: 415.641.MOMS (6667) 

Information and Company Registration: 415.641.6406 


St. Luke's 
Hospital 

A SuttW HMJJh Aflim* 


Work Related Injury Treatment • Physical Examinations 
Ergonomic Evaluations • Drug Testing 
Laboratory & X-Ray • Physical Therapy • Pharmacy 




Millennium Occupational 



Dr. Barbara Brown 


Bernal Heights Chiropractic since 1984 


Specific & gentle low-force techniques to help you 
shift into the sacred healing time: 

• X-rays seldom needed! 

♦ Activator/Cranial Sacral 



101 Anderson (415)648-5666 


Free Phone Consultation Palmer Graduate 
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Rebuilding Together 
Touches Lives through Repairs 

Rebuilding Together San Francisco (RTSF) organizes teams of volunteers from 
businesses, unions, community service organizations and congregations to pre¬ 
serve and repair the homes of low income, elderly and disabled San Franciscans, 
and renovate community facilities serving children, youth, seniors, homeless peo¬ 
ple and people living with HIV and AIDS. RTSF's rebuilding weekend, a citywide 
renovation effort, happens each year on the last weekend in April. On Saturday, 
April 27 and Sunday, April 28, 2002 more than 4,500 volunteers will work side- 
by-side with neighbors and beneficiaries, transforming homes and facilities and 
building community spirit. 

Rebuilding Together SF (formerly know as Christmas in April) is having their 
project weekend on April 27th & 28th. This will be the second year in a row that 
Cole Hardware will be bringing together a team of employee volunteers and 
friends to captain a project of their own. This year Cole Hardware is teaming up 
with volunteers from Brandeis Hillel Day School to work on Paul Revere 
Elementary School at 555 Tomkins Avenue in Bernal Heights. We will be focusing 
on beautifying the exterior of the building with landscaping and painting. If you 
would like to join in the fun and camaraderie, volunteers are needed both days. 
Join Cole Hardware's crew on Saturday and/or Brandeis Hillel's crew on 
Sunday. 

To volunteer on Saturday April 27th contact Tina Rotolo at 415-716-8355. To 
volunteer on Sunday April 28th contact Eva-Lynne Leibman at 415-759-6058. If 
you are unable to physically pitch in, we'd love to invite you to send a tax- 
deductible donation to help fund the materials. Checks should be made out to 
Rebuilding Together SF, and mailed to Cole Hardware, 3312 Mission St., SF CA 
94110 Attn: RTSF 555TOM 02. Please include your contact information so that 
we may send you a donation receipt letter. ■ . 

Summer Jobs for UP Youth 

By Tanya Alsberg 

The United Playaz (UP) is a leadership program that welcomes diversity and 
promotes peace. The UP youth at Balboa High School meet daily to plan, organ¬ 
ize and run activities where they spread the message of stopping violence and 
pursuing more noble goals. They discuss ideas and vote to implement them. They 
assign roles, communicate with adult authority figures and take a part in commu¬ 
nity events. They set up tournaments, supervise youth participants and clean up 
when the day is done. They are the perfect applicants for summer camp counselor positions. 

In addition to the skills and behaviors these youth have learned as members of 
a violence prevention and leadership program, they bring with them hope and a 



worked for St. Anthony's. "Adults in the community respected-UP youth for the 
work they did." 

It is imperative that these high school students find jobs during the summer. The 
UP youth at Balboa will tell you why. "Jobs give people something to do," Perry 
explains. "A lot of people in my neighborhood tend to just hang out on street cor- ' 
ners." When asked why he wanted a summer job, Thomas was succinct. "To stay 
out of trouble." Jasmine Trejo, who hopes to be interning with an attorney this 
summer, said, "It's better to be working instead of running around the streets. Jobs 
are a good opportunity." 

Rudy Corpuz, United Playaz Founder, considers employment the greatest need 
for his kids. "By giving them a job and responsibility, they may learn the skills 
they need to survive." Without jobs and support from the community, he says, 
"More than likely, a lot of kids we work with will end up in jail." 

Jandro Alcantar, Program Coordinator for the Waterfront Kids Program has 
been encouraging UP youth to work as camp counselors. "I started out as a coun¬ 
selor at the YMCA summer camp, and now I'm running my own program." 

Directors, coordinators, supervisors and community leaders should be paying 
attention to the United Playaz, and hiring them as counselors for their own pro¬ 
grams this summer. Given these opportunities, the prison industry will have to look 
somewhere else. The UP youth will be the leaders and teachers of tomorrow. 

Tanya Alsberg is the Job Developer for the BHNC: 

To find out more about hiring UP and other young people, call 206-2140 xl46 

Jasmine Alvarez, GMC site manager can be reached at 334-9919 
Rudy Corpuz, United Playaz Founder can be reached at 206-2140 xl39 
Jandro Alcantar, Waterfront Kids Program Coordinator can be reached at 642-4665 
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Y.E.S. JOB FAIR 

Job Seekers Ages 16 to 24 
Wednesday May 8th 2002 
4:00 to 7:00 

nal Heights Neighborhood Ce 
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LIQUIDAMBAR 

GARDEN DESIGN 


Katey Mulligan / Design • Consultation • Installation 
4IS.920.9625 • E-mail liquidambarsf@earthlink.net 

Member: Association of Professional Landscape Designers 


Peter Rothblatt 

. Massage and Bodywork 

Esalen-based techniques for full body-mind relaxation 
and rejuvenation. Deep-tissue techniques to address chronic 
tightness and injuries. Plus, a dancer's understanding of 
movement and the body. 

Convenient Bernal Heights location 

75 minute session, $60. Outcall add $15. 

For more information, 415.285.9129 


determination to succeed. They are overcoming major obstacles each day, includ¬ 
ing poverty, discrimination and peer pressure. 

One of the original United Playaz, Jasmine Alvarez, is now the Site Manager 
for the Greater Mission Consortium, a collaboration that provides after school 
recreation, counseling, employment and referral services. "Being able to volunteer 
with UP gave me an idea of what working would be like." During summers she 


Palatino 


a Roman Trattoria 


"Palatino brings the best of 
Italy to Bernal Heights." 


— SF Chronicle 


803 Cortland 641-8899 


Dinner nightly 
Lunch Monday - Friday 
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Holly Park Planning 
Community Meeting 

By Eugeni Marek 

At the second SF Recreation & Park Meeting on 
February 27th, neighbors heard details of an 
expanded plan to renovate Holly Park. This project, 
funded by Propositions A & C which were passed in 
the spring 2000 elections, will now include approxi¬ 
mately $1.9 millions in improvements. 

Project Director Melanie Luque reviewed the origi¬ 
nal plan to re-do the playground and bathroom, as 
well as create an ADA-compliant pathway. She intro¬ 
duced John Thomas, project landscape architect who 
has been involved with our neighborhood prior to 
this: he designed the renovation of Bernal.play¬ 
ground and Precita Park 

Thomas explained the expanded plan, which 
includes the addition of park identification sings, a 
bulletin board, two drinking fountains, and more 
trash containers. Both tennis and basketball courts 
will be re-surfaced, fences repaired, and seating cre¬ 
ated. The ballfield will be upgraded, with eating and 
picnic tables. The barbeque area will be renovated. 

Thomas also revealed the new play area design. It 
will be larger, with two separate areas for toddlers 
and older children. Some discussion about the equip¬ 
ment choices occurred. Plantings will be part of the 
design, around the playground as well as in other 
areas. 

Time limited discussion of all the details. There was 
preliminary mention of trees and reforestation. 
Questions were raised about lighting, irrigation and 
turf replacement. 

In addition to the park, Bridget Smith from the DPT 
spoke of Holly Park Circle upgrades drafted in the 
Traffic Calming Study recommendations. Look for 
these recommendations at the South Bernal Heights 
meeting, coming in April. 

A third meeting for our community with completed 
planning and costing will be schedule at the Bernal 
Rec Center, possibly in early May. Look for posted 
notices of this meeting. 

Questions? Call Friends of Holly Park 826-0236 ■ 



BERNAL HEIGHTS FILM 
FESTIVAL 2002 

Film Buffs and Organizers 
needed for upcoming Film Series 

We are looking for volunteers to 
become part of our 

Bernal Heights Film Festival 2002 Organizing 
Committee. The Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center will once again be 
proudly sponsoring the 2nd 
BernalHeights Film Festival this August, 
and four nights of cinema, created by 
local Bernal film makers, will be screened 
at the BHNC from Tuesday August 20th 
through Friday August 23rd. Please call 
206-2140 ext. 148 if you are interested 
in getting involved. 

This is going to be an exciting event! 
Come and help us make it happen. 


PARK IDENTIFICATION 
SIGN 


SPORTS COURTS 

• lejuifoc# end colorcast 

• Repair chalrvBnk Isncing 

• Add bench seating 
■ Remove (our (4) trees that Stler 

and drip on courts 


RENOVATE 
PLAY AREA - 

• Preschool play area 

• Schoa^age play area 

• Picnic tables (3) 

• Additional benches 

• landscape Improvements * 

(Dowering frvH trees, steubs, V 
sound covers) \ 

• Replace chain-ink fence 
fabric with vtnyl-dad fabric 

• Drinking fountain 


ACCESSIBLE PATH 

• Repave exblfng path as 
required to comply w9h 
funning slope and cross slope 
standards 

• New path traversing south 
slope, providing access la 
picnic area and play area 

• New stair 





-RENOVATE EXISTING 
RESTROOM 

• Accessible path of travel 

• Accessible entry 
(widen doors] and stats 

• New roof 

■ Enhance appearance 

• Replace dibiking fountain 


BALL FIELD 

• Accessible path of travel 

• Additional sealing 
’ • P!cnle tables 




PARK ENTRIES 
(TYP.) 

■ TreeplanDng 

• Litter receptacle 

• Dog bag dispenser 

• Peek rules sign 


PICNIC AREA 

• New curbs and walls 
(stone laced] 

• New fencing 

• Decomposed 
granite paving 


PARK IDENTIFICATION 
SIGN 


© 


Conceptual Design — 

Holly Park Improvements 


TimTTT-* 
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Prepared (or. ft*cr*ofor ana Parti Department 
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Department at Pubic Worn 


Local "Family Portrait" 
on KQED 

By Adam Kinsey 

Last month you mqy have seen some familiar faces 
on your TV screen. The Sorro family, long-time resi¬ 
dents of Bernal Heights, appeared in a ten-minute 
"family portrait" on KQED, Channel 9. This video 
essay about the Sorros showed in conjunction with 
the airing of American Family, the first Latino drama 
series ever to play on U.S. broadcast television. 

Father Bill, mother Giuliana, and two sons 
Joauquin and Giulio have called Bernal hill home for 
many years and are a beautiful representation of the 



The Sorro family and friends (left to right): Bill, Joaquin, 

Dominique Aloise (Bill's grandson), Giuliana, Howand Silverman, and Giub 

diversity of our neighborhood. Bill was born in the 
Fillmore but has spent much of his life in the Mission 
and Bernal Heights. Giuliana, Italian-American, grew 
up in the East Bay. The two met in the early '70s on 
the second brigade going from the U.S. to Cuba cut¬ 
ting sugar cane. Bill lived in the International Hotel 
for five years. The hotel was primarily a residence for 
Filipino and Chinese seniors. Both he and Giuliana 
were deeply involved in the struggle to save this 
building, and were married at the hotel in 1976 in 
the midst of the demonstrations. Hearing of free food, 
2000 people attended the ceremony, where a whole 
pig was roasted for the reception. 

Both sons are in their twenties and are talented and 
politically acute spoken word artists. They went to 
Junipero Serra, Horace Mann, Phillip Burton and 
Walenberg schools. Giulio is a Facilitator at SF City 
College's Peer Mentoring program and is soon to be 
a teacher and Jaoaquin is a tutor at Jamestown. 
Giulianna works as an organizer for the California 
Nurses Association, and Bill, a retired iron worker, is 
spending much of his time as an organizer on the 
final rebuilding of low-income senior housing on the 
site of the old International Hotel, and serves as a 
board member of the Manilla Town Heritage 
Foundation. 

In the 1990s, Bill Sorro was on the Bernal Heights 


Neighborhood Center Board of Directors and son 
Joaquin was a mentor at the Center. In 2002 Giulio 
was an Americorps intern at the BHNC. ■ 

Upcoming Meeting to 
Address Traffic Safety 
Issues in Bernal 

by Oriana Ides 

Are you concerned about traffic safety and speed 
in Bernal Heights? Come see what the city is doing 
about it! 

San Francisco's Department of Parking and Traffic 
(DPT) wants to help make the streets of Bernal Heights 
safer for pedestrians and drivers, and we need your 
help to make it happen. 

Bernal Heights is the first neighborhood to be cho¬ 
sen for a new program to help "calm" traffic through 
innovative engineering techniques. The South Bernal 
Heights Traffic Calming Project is part of an overall 
citywide Traffic Calming Program, which has devel¬ 
oped a traffic calming plan for the neighborhood. 

Over the last year, using a combination of commu¬ 
nity input and a comprehensive traffic study, DPT has 
identified all the traffic issues facing Bernal Heights. 
Based on this information, DPT has developed a traf¬ 
fic calming plan to improve safety for pedestrians and 
bicyclists and to reduce vehicle speeds on the main 
thoroughfares in the neighborhood. 

Please come to have your say on the proposed traf¬ 
fic calming plan for Bernal Heights on Thursday, April 
25th at the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Centre, 

515 Cortland Avenue. You'll also have the opportuni¬ 
ty to see exhibits that show how the elements of the 
plan can work. The doors are open from 4:00 PM to 
8:00 PM and members from the Project Team will be 
on hand to answer questions. 

To keep in touch with the program please visit our 
web site at wvsrw.livablestreets.org. ■ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine delivered to your 
doorstep. For monthly menu call Jane Peal - 
Cuisini'ere at 826-2133, or see web page at 
www.pealcuisine.com 

Medical Insurance Free quotes for individuals, families 
and businesses - "A" rated plans, Alternative care, 

Blue Cross/Shield, Medicare Supplements, Long Term 
Care Insurance. Let an expert assist you at no extra 
cost! Call Bill Hannant, 647-7012. 

Mr. Morgenstern's Hauling Dump runs done reason¬ 
able. Cash or pay me with old stuff. Free estimates. 
Call 902-8026 ANYTIME. 

All Things Macintosh: Internet making you crazy? 
Trouble shooter for hire! Solve mysterious freezes. 
Improve performance, Software Support, Tutoring. 
Reference. . Roslyn (510) 526-1209. 

Spanish Lessons All levels. Conversation with gram¬ 
matical base. Designed for people interested also in 
the cultural principles related to the language and its 
origins. Classes are individual or small groups tai¬ 
lored to your own interest and needs too. School 
located in Bernal Heights. Agora Language Resources 
(415)248-1881 

Telecommunications Wiring. And jack installation. 
Telephone, computer network, COAX, audio and 
intercom installation. Residential/business Quality 
work. Reasonable rates. Kent (415) 401 -0214 

Garage Near 101/280 call 641-1436 

Charlie the Phone Guy: Residence/Business/Home 
Office phone wiring. FAX/Modem/DSL. Dead jacks 
made live! Free Estimates. On-Time appointments. 
641-8654. Sfphoneguy@aol.com 


Clean & Natural: House cleaning. LIC. And Bonded 
for your protection. Bi-Weekly-Weekly-Move In/Out. 
Owner Operated. Call Simone (415) 303-9865 (415) 
577-8188 

Handyman/Carpenter: Repair a door, install cabinets 
or shelves, fix a fence, deck or windows, even some 
electrical. I do good work at a reasonable rate. 

Robert 566-3389 

Tired of squeezing your out-of town parents or friends 
into your already jammed home? Visiting the city on a 
temporary business assignment? Charming fully fur¬ 
nished studio, cable TV, VCR, stereo, kitchen, full bath 
laundry, garden, telephone, available on a short time 
basis. Next to open space, easy parking, good trans¬ 
portation. Bernal Heights (415)285-7064 

Piano Lessons in Bernal Heights All ages, all levels 
welcome. 15 years experience as performer and 
teacher. Call Susan 824-3920 

Math Problems ?: Not a problem! Get dedicated, 
one-on-one tutoring from professionals instructor with 
years of experience. Excellent referrals from SF's top 
high schools. Specializing in SAT, GRE preparation - 
math and verbal. GMAT, LSAT as well. David 
Freeling, B.A., M.A., Columbia University (415) 285- 
0574 

Looking for sublet: We're having a baby and seeking 
place for.visiting family to stay from mid-Feb. to April 
1. Looking for sublet or mother-in-law suite with 
kitchen. Please call 285-0574. 

Need Help with your Computer? Home and small 
businesses. Any problem, I can help. Internet setup, 
System setup and troubleshooting, upgrades (memory, 
hard drive, applications), Flexible schedule, Contact 
Louis at 824-5910 or email lm_bedard@hotmail.com 


Wanted: Studio apt or room in quiet location for 
European Gentleman. Very quiet exceptionally clean. 
Non-smoker. Ideal tenant. Call 647-4443 

Experienced Tutor Available: English, French, Biology, 
Study Skills (grades 1-12) Math, Science (grades 1 -7). 
Call 415-401-7234 

HOST FAMILIES WANTED. International Students 
need housing/meals. One Week to One Year. Have 
Fun! Get Paid! Call Jacqueline (415) 552-2210 

Beginning. Mosaic workshops in idyllic setting with 
longtime Potrero Hill artist. Saturday 10-3 plus 
Sunday noon-3. Create a mosaic stepping stone: orig¬ 
inal art for your garden. All materials provided. For 
dates and info: Joni 648-6740 

DAVID'S RELIABLE HOUSECLEANING: call for inter¬ 
view; telephone 415-282-0474 

Ergonomic workstation and movement analysis: we 

work onsite in your office to solve problems in both 
equipment and body usage with easy, cost-effective 
solutions. Prevent injury with the body at work. 415- 
820-1410 www.thebodyatwork.com 

Need Computer Help? Home and small businesses. 
Any problem, I can help. From system setup, trou¬ 
bleshooting, upgrades, email setup, internet connec¬ 
tion, tutorials to building your website...Contact Louis 
at 824-5910 or email lm_ bedard@hotmail.com 

Piano lessons. All styles Veteran of SF Mime Troupe, 
Pickle Family Circus and Teatro Zinzanni. With 
patience and humor, call Randy Craig (415) 334- 
2451 



(415) 206-1300 

info@BernalHill.com 



Bernal Hill Realty 


At Home in Bernal Heights 


Curious About What Your Bernal Heights Home Is 
Worth In Today’s Real-Estate Market? 

A Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) from Bernal 
HiH Realty would give you the answer. A CMA is an 
estimate of the market value of your home. This 
estimate is made by comparing your home to similar 
homes that have recently sold or been listed for sale in 
your neighborhood. 

Bernal Hill Realty’s CMA gives you an overview of all 
homes that have sold in the last three months, and all 
homes currently being marketed in Bernal Heights. 
Details and photographs are provided for the three 


homes that are most similar to yours in terms of size, 
location, condition and appeal. 

Because Bernal Hill Realty tracks every home that is 
marketed and sold here, we can quickly and easily 
prepare a CMA for your Bernal Heights home. During 
a brief visit, we walk through your home; ask you what 
you love the most about it and take some pictures. A 
few days later we return with a complete CMA for your 
home. It’s that simple. 

So, if you want to find out what your home is .worth in 
today’s market, give us a call at (415) 206-1300. Oh, 
and one more thing-lt’s free. 


www. Bernal Hill .com 
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The BHNC Needs Your Help to 
Keep Working for Bernal 


By Adam Kinsey, BHNC Development Director 

The BHNC Membership Drive of 2001 was a rous¬ 
ing show of support from the community. At the end of 
the year, we had 685 members, up 36% from the 491 
in 2000 , and 22 % above the membership goal of 
555. 

Now with spring comes membership time again. 

Our hopes are high for this drive, which will run from 
April to June, as-is our goal: 769 total members by 
December, an increase of 17% over last year. With 
Youth and Senior Departments reaching out to more . 
and more people who need their services, with 
Community Organizing department in the forefront of 
the Home Depot struggle, and with our Affordable 
Housing department receiving a nationally recognized 
Fannie Mae Maxwell Award, we ask the community to 
join us and help us continue this work in the place we 
all live. 

"We're very lucky to have the Center as a place in 
our midst. It's a place to gather, to come together and 
know our strength," said Amy Beinart, Housing Project 
Manager at BHNC and a resident of the Hill. 

As a neighborhood-based nonprofit, the BHNC is its 
membership. In addition to being a big part of the 
Center's funding, they act as event and service volun¬ 
teers, they vote for the BHNC Board (which is also 
made up of members), they are the Center's clients, 
and they ultimately provide the kind of daily reality 
check of drop-ins, phone calls and letters that let staff 
know if the Center is on the right-or the wrong-track. 
Lauren Bell, Director of the Youth Program, put it this 
way: "They are the investors that understand the value 
of BHNC services in the community." 

In addition to providing guidance to the Center and 


the good feeling of supporting BHNC's essential serv¬ 
ices to seniors, youth and lower-income residents 
throughout Bernal and in nearby communities, bene¬ 
fits of membership include: 

• Free admission to both the Bernal Heights Film 
Festival, Nightcaps on the Hill and other events 

• Discounts on BHNC room rentals 

• Member rates on senior activities, including Reno 
trips, outings and special events 

• Acknowledgement in BHNC's Annual Report 

For many residents and workers in Bernal Heights, 
the most important part of BHNC membership is vot¬ 
ing privileges at the Center's Community Congress, 
scheduled this year for Saturday, June 15th. "Through 
the Congress, they [the membership] actually guide us 
and give us direction," explains Ron Morgan, 
Organizing Coordinator at BHNC. "They are the 
leaders. We can feel strong in our efforts when we 
know that neighbors support them." Last year's 
Congress addressed issues such as the Goodman 
Lumber site, Building Bernal Schools, tenant evictions 
in the neighborhood, the Day Labor Program, the 
Saint Lukes' merger, youth and senior needs, and pub¬ 
lic safety concerns. This year is likely to be at least as 
varied. Also a number of seats on the Board of 
Directors will be up for election, and committees will 
be open for new participants. 

So help us to grow. Beat the rush and become the 
first person on your block to become a 2002 Member 
of the Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center. It's your 
home. 

, To renew your membership in the BHNC, or to 
become a new member, simply mail in the tear sheet 
on this page. 


Yes! 

I want to help the 
BHNC to continue 
to serve my 
community. 


o $15-49 Regular Membership 

o $50-99 Supporting Membership 

o $100-249 Neighborhood Center Friend 

o $250 Neighborhood Center Advocate 

o $500 Neighborhood Center Sustainer 

o $1000 Neighborhood Center Sponsor 

o $1.00 Youth Membership (under 18) 

o $5.00 Seniors/Low-income Membership 

o $_ Other 


Name 


Address 


Telephone-day 


Telephone-evening 


E-mail 

New Member o Renewing Member o 

o My check is enclosed payable to: Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 

o My employer has a matching gift program. A corporate matching form is enclosed. 


Name of employer 

o I am interested in learning about volunteer opportunities, 
o I am interested in learning about Planned Giving opportunities. 

Send Membership Form and check, money order, or cash to: 

Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 515 Cortland Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94110 


celebrate the 
— American spirit 


VOLUNTEER! J 


national volunteer week 

Amt. 7 1 - 7 . 7. It07 


Celebrating National 
Volunteer Week 

ByJodnnaTom '•*. *- ‘ \ 

"America was built on the spirit of volunteering. 
Without the efforts of millions of volunteers who 
give their time to help others in their communi¬ 
ties , our country would be a different place. " 

—; Robert K. Goodwin, president'and CEO of the 
Points of Light Foundation .... ^ 

ipa- rf-c' im* <r M 4 - ^ V*' ", ' v # 

April 21 st through 27th of 2002 marks the , 
29th Annual National Volunteer Week when the 
President signed an executive order proclaiming 
a week to celebrate volunteerism in the United 
States. The Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center 
proudly continues to acknowledge our volunteers 
on National Volunteer Week, "Celebrate the 
American Spirit - Volunteer." .| . 

Volunteers are the cornerstone of the work that 
is being done in the Senior Services Department. 
The Senior Program, which provides activities, 
social services and a hot meal Monday through 
Friday would not be the success it is today with¬ 
out the volunteers who are also participants of 
the Senior Program. The Neighborhood Elders - 
Support Team relies on volunteers to assist home- 
bound and frail seniors in practical matters such < 
as rides to doctor's appointments, food delivery 
and friendly visits to name a few. Finally, Gifts 
on the Hill, our Bernal Heights Treasure Chest, is. 
staffed and maintained by senior volunteers. 

Volunteers in the community deliver the New 
Bernal Journal to their neighbors six times a year, 
not an easy feat with these hills! The New Bernal 
Journal is the only neighborhood newspaper left 
in San Francisco that is delivered door to door 
foif 1 free, r' '•>; & ’ • 'f * / _ ‘ Yl‘ '<** 

Volunteers are also a vital role in events such as: 

• Congress 

• Fiesta 

• Campaigns ; 

• Youth Activities such as Soul United and 

Job Fairs 

To celebrate National Volunteer Week and vol- 
unteerism, the Bernal Heights Neighborhood 
Center will honor volunteers with a Brunch on 
Saturday, April 27, 2002. We hope that the vol¬ 
unteers that have participated in our various pro¬ 
grams will come together to honor and celebrate 
the work done by and for the community of 
Bernal Heights. > 

For those of you who have not volunteered, I 
challenge you to proudly step forward to partici¬ 
pate in the community building opportunities that 
volunteering brings. For those who are currently 
volunteering, please, share your experiences with 
’ others, and bring a friend to your volunteer event 
so that they too, can experience the satisfaction, , 
warmth and sense of community. For available 









